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“Fire and heat provide modes of explanation in the most varied
domains, because they have been for us the occasion for the
unforgettable memories, for simple and decisive personal
experiences. Fire is thus a privileged phenomenon which can
explain anything. If all that changes slowly may be explained
by life, all that changes quickly is explained by fire. Fire is the
ultra-living element. It is intimate and it is universal. It lives in
our heart. It lives in the sky. It rises from the depths of the
substance and offers itself with the warmth of love. Or it can
back down into the substance and hide there, latent and pent-up,
like hate and vengeance. Among all phenomena, it is really
the only one to which there can be so definitely attributed
the oozing values of good and evil. It shines in Paradise, It
burns in Hell. It is gentleness and torture. It is cookery and it is
apocalypse” It is a pleasure for the good child sitting presently
by the hearth; yet it punishes any disobedience when the child
wishes to play too close to its flames. It is well-being and it is
respect. Itis a tutelary and terrible divinity, both good and bad,
it can contradict itself: thus it is one of the principles of
universal explanation”

— Excerpt from Psychoanalysis of Fire
by Gaston Bachelard

“Songs for living” provides excerpts from Simone Weil's Gravity
and Grace, Edouard Glissant’s Sun of Consciousness, and
On Prayer, a poem by the Polish-American poet, Czestaw Mitosz.
From separate times and places these writers survived under
oppressive regimes with the provocation of their art. What
they had in common was that they fought for a spiritual clarity
amidst the forcefulness of symbolic communions. It is from
this space of holding onto the uncertain, which allowed them
to refuse. Instead of speaking directly to their rulers, they found
ways to make songs, using the discards left over from the
struggles of power.

I am pot Saying we are power|ess.
I am o longer interested /n power.

I anm 43/6/',773, who /S it that we Pray To?
Are These prayers meant to upite us
withour legitimate rulersor do they

only take us Somewtere Furtier away?

“and all [ know is

that prayer constructs a velvet bridge

walking it we are aloft

as onaspringboard

above landscapes

the color of ripe gold

transformed by a magic stopping of the sun

that bridge leads to the shore of Reversal

where everything is just the opposite and the word “Is”
unveils a meaning we hardly envisioned

notice | say ‘we”

There

Everyone

separately feels compassion for the others entangled
in the flesh

and knows that if there is no other shore

we will walk that aerial bridge all the same

all the same”

— On Prayer by CzestawMitosz
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